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Public Safety tightens security in wake of shootings
Chief Tejada
describes th e
importan ce of
vigi lance among
faculty and
st udents
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BY GA BI R EYES- ACOSTA
NEWS EDIT OR

Sometimes all one has to do is
read the paper or turn on the television to realizejusthow scary the
world can be.We read about school
shootings, about people showing
up at movie theaters or malls, and
for a moment, it makes one not
want to walk out the door. Yet, we
often turn the television off, close
the newspaper, and forget about
it. How could anything so terrible,
anything so tragic, ever happen
to us? Only two days into Saint
Mary's winter break, on December
14, a school shooting in Newtown,
Connecticut brought these fears
to our doorsteps.
For many college students,
reading about shootings at schools
and other public places is sadly
not a new occurrence. Columbine
High School, Virginia Tech, and
now Sandy Hook Elementary are
no longer just school names but
places forever ingrained in our
minds as places of tragedy and
heartbreak. It is perhaps easy to
think that something like this
could and would never happen,
though as time passes, we are
shown that the world will keep
forcing us to read yet another story
about yet another shooting.
Saint Mary's College, a place
both idyllic in location and environment, seems like the kind of

New perspectives on
Sandy Hook shootings

SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE is renowned for its idyllic campus, as shown here at the Gaelebration festival. In an interview with The Collegian,
Public Safety Chief Adan Tejada ensures that the campus will always be a safe place. ( Andrew Nguyen/COLLEGIAN, File.)

school that could never be touched
by tragedy. In the wake of the more
and more school shootings though,
things are always changing. "I feel
safe at Saint Mary's because it's so
small and up in the hills," said one
student who preferred to not use
h er na:me. "I feel safe that if something bad were to happen that I
would speak up about it, and that .
I have the resources to do that."
In an interview with Adan Tejada, Chief of Public Safety, it
seems that the school's location is
indeed an advantage. "In a place
like Stanford or Berkeley or USC,
where they're right in the middle
of the urban setting, people get
on and off campus much easier,"
Tejada said, also citing that the
one entrance and exit to campus
allows for greater vigilance on

the part of Public Safety. Tejada
also brought up the fact that the
campus has had and still has an
emergency response plan, and a
team that actively meets to discuss
campus safety.
When asked about plans to
strengthen or tighten security,
Tejada addressed the issue of the
emergency phones that are scattered throughout campus, many
of which are still out of order. Difficulties with the phone lines and
the great expense of repair have
been obstacles in bringing every
phone to working order, though
.'.fejada stressed the importance of
fixing them and noted that Public
Safety is working on getting them
all repaired. Tejada, a former police lieutenant at the UC Berkeley
campus who has also taught Crim-

inal Justice seminars, stressed the
importance of awareness as well.
"In every single incide11t, there
were indicators that something
was going to happen," Tejada said.
Much of the safety and appeal of
Saint Mary's lies in the tight knit
community that is formed among
students and faculty. Tejada, who
is new to the position and campus
as of this academic school year,
was impressed by the closeness of
those who work and study at Saint
Mary's. "When you drive in Saint
Mary's Parkway, you see the cross,
and that cross represents the core
values of the university and the
college," Tejada said. "People really seem to know each other, and
they take pride in that." Tejada's
earlier remarks about the importance of vigilance and awareness
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Women's basketball on
four game win streak
seem keenly significant, when
one takes into account that Saint
Mary's is the type of school where
people know each other, where
people care about the safety and
well being of those around them.
Evan Richardson, a junior, is
one of those students who cares
about Saint Mary's. "I do feel safe
when I drive by the kiosk and see
someone there, like at night," he
said. For Richardson and many
other students, the mere presence
of Public Safety is comforting. The
glow from their kiosk at night a
sign that someone, at least, is
watching over us.

Are you ready to transform the world?
Jason Conn ell offers audience the building blocks to change lives
BY AU DREY AGOT
ASSISTANT N EWS EDITOR

In his first speech of the New
Year, motivational speaker Jason
Connell was met with an audience
of nearly 100 students, faculty,
and members of the Lamorinda
community at Saint Mary's College. As soon as he took the stage,
h e sought to establish a connection with his audience. He enthusiastically shared his experience
in the Bay Area prior to the event
in the Soda Center: he had been
staying with friends, who fed him
a breakfast of raisin bran and a
banana, which he gave a rating
of three stars. His lunch of salad
and polenta (that he disappointingly thought was tofu) earned
only two.
Connell began with this lighthearted anecdote, but he abruptly
moved onto darker topics, including the Virgin Cleanse of South
Africa and the brutality of the
Lord's Resistance Army of Uganda. These stories were told in such
h orrifying detail that the audience

was stunned into silence.
Connell shared the story of
Tambo, a young South African
boy who had fallen victim to the
Virgin Cleanse. Kidnapped from
his front yard, Tambo was raped
by someone inflicted with HIV/
AIDS because in South Africa, it
is believed that the disease can be
cured by having sex with a virgin
who is clean of the disease. More

"N o one singular person
can save the world."
often than not, these virgins are
young children or even infants.
Yet, despite this appalling trauma, Tambo, according to Connell,
had a certain "light" about him in
the way that children sometimes
do-a light that just makes one
feel warm, Connell recalled. Although nothing can undo Tambo's
past, his light was at least partially
restored, thanks to Global Camps
Africa. This organization's mission is to empower the vulner-

able youth of South Africa for an
AIDS-free tomorrow. Volunteers
provide not only HIV/AIDS prevention education, but also fun
activities that could be found
in any summer camp in the U.S.
With this program, South African
children can know what it is like
to be a kid in the midst of so much
turmoil. Volunteering with Global
Camps Africa is a good way to
"get your feet wet" in the world of
service, according to Connell. For
service "newbies," Connell also
suggested microlending through
Kiva.org, a process that involves
small loans (as low as $25) to
people in Africa looking to start
their own businesses. This money
can be used to purchase supplies
for business ventures such as craft
making, and the repayment rate is
approximately 99 percent.
This encouragement, in addition to other suggestions of
service, is why Connell's speech
meant much more than simply
instilling shock in the audience.
Every day, we are bombarded
with stories upon stories of pain

Courtesy Ignite d Leadership/ Jason Conn ell

and suffering, but we are hardly
ever given solutions. We are left
on our own to figure out what to
do, which is a pressure that can
overwhelm anyone. Oftentimes,
this pressure results in inaction.

But Connell encourages his audiences to take action, even in
the smallest ways. Before he said
anything else that night, he said,
"No one singular person can save
the world."
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Heroic teacher convinces
shooter to put down the gun
At William Howard Taft High
School in Kern County, a student
brought a shotgun to school with
the intention of shooting two
bullies in his class. The student
opened fire and injured three
classmates, sending one to the
hospital in critical but stable
condition. Although the police
arrived within a minute of the
call, the teacher was able to talk
the shooter down.
&Blind mice regain sight after
cell transplant
With new cell transplant technology at the University of Oxford, scientists have been able to
re-form the light-sensing layer of
the retina, restoring sight to blind
mice. This is particularly notable
because the mice represent "the
oldest, most end-stage generation you could get in a patientsomeone who has been blind for
years," says Robert MacLaren of
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"To act upon one's convictions
while others wait,
To create apositiveforce in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide iriformation to people
when it wasn't available before,
To offer those who want it,
a choice- "
-TED TURNER
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University of Oxford.

0Lost cat travels 190 miles
home
While on vacation at Daytona International Speedway,
the Richter family's cat Holly
ran away in fear of fireworks. Although they searched frantically,
they couldn't find her before
they left. 62 days later, Holly was

found by Barb Mazzola, who lives
in Palm Beach Gardens-only
one mile away from the Richters.
When found, Holly could barely
walk and had lost a significant
amount of weight. For a cat to
have traveled 190 miles, says the
veterinarian, is a miracle. Holly,
a cat both smart and resilient,
saved all nine lives.

0

Rhinos found socializing
into late hours of the night
Using special camera technology, wildlife researchers have
captured footage of rhinos playing around, rubbing noses, and
communicating using a range of
sounds including squeaks and
grunts. This is uncharacteristic
of rhinos, who have been known
as grumpy creatures of the animal
kingdom.

EDITORIAL

A new look for an old favorite, The Collegian updates
BY CHARLIE GUESE
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

SHAWNY ANDERSON
Faculty Advisor

0 New York City teenager
robbed of life-over ajacket
16-year-old Raphael Ward was
shot in an altercation over his
Polo Ralph Lauren jacket, an
expensive item that brought him
unwanted attention in what was
described as one of New York's
"poorer neighborhoods." Shot in
the chest near his home, Ward
was rushed to the hospital, where
he was pronounced dead. The
NYPD has called for any information regarding the four persons of
interest involved in the shooting.

he Collegian's editorial staff
firmly believes that it is only
our content that matters. The
weekly dedication from both
the editorial staff and the broad
network of staff and contributing
writers in covering campus news,
art and culture, national and international topics, and sports stories near and far is what has kept
The Collegian an engaging and
informative student-run source

T

for news for 110 years.
We also believe, however, that
our presentation should match
the quality of our journalism. Our
layout, typography, and organization should match the caliber of
our writing. As a chartered student-run publication that allows
students to experience the field
of journalism firsthand on a small
scale, The Collegian should also
correlate with changing trends
in style, design, and concept from
national and international news
outlets.

Crime Beat
12/03/2012
12:20 p.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Stolen SMC Owned
iPad; referred to Loss Prevention
12/03/2012
5:18 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt food set off alarm
in Agena C; referred to Community Life and Facilities
Services
12/03/2012
11:00 p.m.
Incident: Information Only
Synopsis: Lewd behavior in De La
Salle; referred to Community Life

12/07/2012
11:06 p.m.
Incident: Burglar Alarm
Synopsis: False Alarm- reset in
Rheem Center; referred to Facilities Services
12/07/2012
11:59 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle vs. Vehicle Accident
Synopsis: SMC maintenance vehicle (non-injury) in Oliver Hall
Loading Dock; referred to
Facilities Services and Loss Prevention

12/04/2012
9:30 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana
paraphernali~ in Aquinas Hall;
referred to Community Life

12/08/2012
2:33 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Violation and Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Tampering with fire
equipment, marijuana use & visitation curfew violation in Thille
Hall; referred to Community Life

12/06/2012
11:35 a.m.
Incident: Suspicious Circumtances
Synopsis: Unauthorized visitor
and the SMC Bus Stop; referred
to Moraga Police

12/08/2012
1:00 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Burnt food set off alarm
in Guerrieri East; referred to
Community Life and Facilities
Services

12/06/2012
8:46 p.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Missing jackets in Soda
Center; referred to Events and
Conferences

12/08/2012
4:25 p.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Late report- no transport (injury from a wall) in Driveway to De La Salle near Hagerty

For that reason, we have updated the entire Collegian layout,
giving the paper its first full-scale
redesign in over a decade. In
reimagining the visual style of
The Collegian, we have made The
Collegian easier to read and more
visually stimulating. The newly
imagined Collegian is a renewed
effort to prioritize large typography, clear design, informative
info graphics, and improved layout
in order to create an appealing
experience for the reader.
In rethinking design processes

and patterns, we aim for this crisp,
contemporary new look for The
Collegian to be reflective not only
of modern trends in journalism
but also of the inspiring mission
and search for information and
education that lies at the heart of
St. Mary's College.
The newly designed Collegian
ensures that St. Mary's premier
student-run newspaper will remain on the cutting edge while
still placing its two essential important priorities-its content and
its readers-at the forefront.

Lounge; referred to Loss Prevention

Synopsis: No contact directive
violated in library; referred to
Community Life

12/08/2012
11:15 p.m.
Incident: Vandalism
Synopsis: Pull station cover pulled
off the wall in Aquinas Hall; referred to Community Life
12/09/2012
6:36 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Cooking food set off
alarm in Guerrierri West; referred
to Community Life and
Facilities Services
12/10/2012
4:59 p.m.
Incident: Hit and Run (non-injury)
Synopsis: Scratch marks on rear
driver's side bumper in Agena C
lot; suspended
12/10/2012
3:33 p.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Damage to College
Property- shattered window on
slider door in Brother Urban
Gregory Hall; referred to Facilities
Services
12/11/2012
6:02 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Cooking food set off
alarm in Sabatte Hall; referred
to Community Life and Facilities
Services
12/11/2012
10:30 p.m.
Incident: Student Sanction Violation

12/11/2012
10:25 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana
paraphernalia in Augustine Hall;
referred to Community Life
12/13/2012
3:51 p.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Missing personal items
in Assumption Hall; referred to
Student Conduct
12/18/2012
3:38 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Malfunction in system
in Agena C; referred to Community Life and Facilities Services
12/19/2012
Incident: Alarm Report
Synopsis: Set off by Able Janitorial
in Rheem Center; Closed
12/20/2012
3:30p.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Missing North Face
"Puff" jacket in Soda Center;
suspended
12/22/2012
6:55 p.m.
Incident: Medical Transport
Synopsis: Player from visiting
high school basketball team transport to Kaiser Walnut Creek in
McKean Gym; suspended
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NEWS
·Rigorous search for a new school president continues
St. Mary's looks for well qualified individuals, brothers to continue college's progress
BY WILLIAM LANE
STAFF WRITER

Having gathered enough can didates for the position, the Presidential Search Committee will
be ready to choose a new college
president within the next few
months, key members of the
group told The Collegian.
The group, which worked with
the executive search firm Witt
Kieffer to find suitable applicants,
will now begin the selection process. "To date, they [the firm] have
developed a solid and talented
pool of candidates," said Provost
and Search Committee member
Dr. Beth Dobkin. "The Search
Committee will meet again later
this month to discuss the candidate pool and interview process."
Another key committee member, Brother Charles Hilkin, also
expressed optimism and confidence. He dismissed student
speculation that the committee
was unable to find a proper candi-

date and would be forced to consider.a layperson for the position.
The Search Committee, which
is tasked with finding a new college president, was formed after
the current President of Saint

The candidates are
expected to have
extensive academic
and administrative
experience, familiarity
with collegiate
athletics, and a
talent for leading and
working with others
Mary's College, Brother Ronald
Gallagher, announced his plan to
return to the faculty. After serving eight years as the 28th President of Saint Mary's, Brother
Ron announced in June that he
would step down at the end of

the 2012-2013 school year and
return to teaching. In response,
the administration created a
Presidential Search Committee.
They partnered with Witt Kieffer,
which specializes in healthcare
and education, and began the process of recruiting and selecting
the next college president.
According to web documents
and personal accounts from faculty, Brother Ron will leave very big
shoes to fill for whoever becomes
the 29th President. In particular,
Brother Ron was popular within
the athletic department.
The requirements that new
candidates face are both religious
and secular in nature. As per
Saint Mary's bylaws, the search
was initially limited to Christian
Brothers. "If a qualified De La
Salle Christian Brother cannot be
identified or is unwilling to serve,"
the initial resignation announcement says, "then other practicing
Catholic applicants will be invited
to apply." Other requirements are

less negotiable.
The candidates are expected
to have have extensive academic
and administrative experience,
familiarity with collegiate athletics, and a talent for leading and
working with others.
For the most part, the search
process was conducted in the
background and did not receive
much community or student attention. The last major online
update was published in October,
displaying the official position
listing and qualifications. Several
faculty members were unable or
reluctant to comment on the process. All of this is understandable,
though, given the potentially sensitive nature of the process, as it is
notunusualforcommitteestonot
discuss their internal workings.
With that said, the finish line
is in sight, according to Brother
Charles Hilken. He expects the
new president to be chosen and
announced "sometime within the
next month or so."

Inspired: January Term 2013 brings adventure and learning
A month of e~ploring, traveling, and expanding students' minds both on and off campus
BY AUDREY AGOT
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

It is often the case that Saint
Mary's students find themselves
in class while many other colleges
are on vacation, and vice versa.
One especially notable instance
of this is January Term, popularlyreferred to as Jan Term. While
classes at surrounding colleges do
not resume until after the month
of January, Saint Mary's uses that
time to engage students in rigorous
courses that encourage them to
step outside their comfort zones.
The Jan Term website urges students to "Dare to explore."
This Jan Term, Saint Mary's
students are able to participate
in classes revolving around the
theme of"Inspired" -with the goal
of being inspired in addition to
inspiring others. Students study a
variety of subjects, anything from
children's books to the four temperaments.

"Race, Culture, and Power
in Children's and Young Adult
Books," taught by Professor Mitali Perkins, explores concepts
perhaps not found at first glance
in books for young readers. The
reading list includes several picture books, as well as The Hunger
Games trilogy. This course also re-

This Jan Term, Saint
Mary's students are
able to participate
in classes revolving
around the theme
of "Inspired"
quires the use of social networking.
The class contributes to a Facebook page, where they continue
conversation from class time and
share interesting finds regarding
course material. In addition, the
class prepares to Skype with sev-

eral editors, collaboratively coming up with questions regarding
children's books.
A similar collaborative effort can
also be found in the course "Inspiring Transformation Through the
Four Temperaments," taught by
Professor Elaina Rose Lovejoy,
who has been teaching at Saint
Mary's for over 40 years. In this
class, students learn about themselves in a group environment, in
respect to the four temperaments:
choleric (headstrong leader-like),
phlegmatic (easygoing), melancholic (precise, withdrawn), and
sanguine (bubbling over with
life). This quarter-credit course,
although four hours long, resulted
in a large turn-out that Professor
Lovejoy (staunchly of the choleric tempera;neilt) could only be
pleased about.
After the first class meeting,
sophomore Jose Basulto raves,
"The stuff we're learning is actually
interesting. It is such a cool class."

Jan Term, not only a time for
intense reading and self-reflection,
is also an opportunity to broaden
one's horizons with provocative
speaking events. The Jan Term
Committee has carefully organized
an appropriately "Inspired" speaking lineup. One such event features
author Kaya Oakes, who will discuss her book Radical Reinvention:
An Unlikely Return to the Catholic
Church. After the positive turnout
from the first event, "Changing
the World 101" with motivational
speaker Jason Connell, students
can expect an equally stimulating
event sure to leave an impact.
Although other schools such as
NYU and DePauw University offer
January terms, none can compare
to that of Saint Mary's, which
earned the College a spot in the list
of "Colleges that Change Lives."
No other January term offers students so many opportunities for
learning, growth, and the pursuit
of social justice.

Computer and Technology Services struggles for better internet
Amidst student and faculty frustration, Ca TS works to expand bandwidth, restore WiFi
BY CHARLIE GuESE
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

The quality of St. Mary's wireless networking continues to
be a regular topic of interest for
both students and faculty while
the Computer and ·Technology
Services continues its routine
upgrades and maintenance on
the campus' strained network
infrastructure.
In an interview with The Collegian, Peter Greco, Chief Technology Officer and Lance Hourany,
Interim Director of Client Services discussed recent bandwidth
upgrades to the network, planned
upgrades to the wireless networks
in Ageno Park and the Lower
Townhouses, as well as the results
of meeting with students at a town
hall event last week.
In previous conversations with
The Collegian, Greco and Hourany indicated that CaTS was
anticipating a network bandwidth

upgrade to be completed in November. However, this hasn't been
completed yet, for it is dependent
on an unnamed outside provider.
CaTS says, however, that this vendor is upgrading fiber optic cables
in the Lafayette/Moraga area that
will go into effect "no later than
February 15."
"The fixes that were going to
be done in November included
the completion of a bandwidth
upgrade. It's not finished yet. We
have two circuits, and we tripled
the bandwidth of one circuit,
and we're waiting on our vendor
for the other circuit," Greco explained.
Greco also said that CaTS has
secured funding to complete wireless networking upgrades to the
wireless networks in Ageno Park
and the Lower Townhouses. The
SMC ResNet Wi-Fi is being replaced with the purportedly more
robust and responsive SMC Wi-Fi
network, which is already pres-

ent in central campus buildings
as well as freshmen dorms. CaTS
says that the hardware needed to
upgrade the WiFi networking to
SMC WiFi is .already in place and
is being finely tuned in the next
two to three weeks.

"I'm not apologizing
for it, but I find
it unacceptable,
and we are doing
everything we can"
Greco and Hourany still showed
that they are aware of the ofteninferior quality of the wireless
networks and the associated student and faculty complaints and
frustration.
"It is inexcusable and embarrassing. I feel that way all the
time," Greco said. "I'm not apologizing for it, but! find itunaccept-

able, and we are doing everything
we can to get this resolved as
quickly as possible. We're grateful for whatever patience and
understanding exists. We're doing
everything we can, we're spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars
that wasn't budgeted, to fix this as
quickly as possible."
Both Greco and Hourany encourage more user dialogue. CaTS
was present at a town hall forum
on November 28, but most of the
CaTS discussion was overshadowed by the larger discussion of
whether SMC should become a
smoke free campus. Still, CaTS
is soliciting feedback through
an anonymous evaluation box,
which can be found in St. Albert
Hall Library. Another open forum
between CaTS and users will take
place on February 17. Additionally, CaTS is also always available
through the Service Desk at (925)
631-4266 and at servicedesk@
stmarys-ca.edu.

Campus ·
Calendar
Soulful and Sacred: Celebrating the Black Catholic Experience
Tuesday, January 15
5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Jan Term Office
x4771
Gael Cinema: Pitch Perfect
Tuesday, January 15
9:00p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Campus Activities
Board
x4146
LUNAFEST 2013
Thursday, January 17
6:00p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Women's Resource
Center
x4192
Faculty Recital: Lino Rivera
(piano)
Thursday,Januaryl7
8:00p.m.
Saint Mary's Chapel
Contact Sharon Cahill
x4670
Sisters in the City: Ice Skating
Friday, January 18
6:30p.m.
.Union Square, San Francisco
Contact Gael Sisterhood
Facebook.com/gael.sisterhood
CILSA MLK Day of Service
Monday, January 21
9:00a.m.
Various Locations
Contact CILSA
x4975

Planning an event?
Want it in The Collegian?
E-mail us with the details
of your event at:
smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more information:
(925) 631-4279
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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DETOUR
Les Miserables falls flat

Musical film is an excruciating experience

BY MATT RINGARD
ASSISTANT OPINION EDITOR

On Christmas Day, director
Tom Hooper's grand and ostentatious film version of the Broadway
hit, Les Miserables, was released.
Contrary to the squealing praises
of some devotees, the film, it turns
out, is appallingly atrocious.
For the sake of economy, here's
the good: Anne Hathaway delivers
a decent "I Drean:ied A Dream,"
though not an Oscar-deserving
one. Gavroche, the pint-sized
revolutionary, is charming and
adorable. Sacha Baron Cohen and
Helena Bonham Carter perform
brilliantly as the Thernardiers-though they unfortunately grow
tiresome and their "Master of
the House" maddeningly sticks
in the mind.
Now the bad: The cinematography is awkward and uncomfortable; it goes from wide, panoramic
shots to suddenly close up, angled
shots of the various cast members'
faces when they sing. This makes
it feel less like a serenade and

more like a musical mouth exam.
Hooper, whose previous film, The
King's Speech, is excellent, seems
to be obtuse and unfamiliar to a
production of this scale.
The music is loud, bombastic, and after a while, torturous.

Les Miserables is
a long, grueling,
exhausting, and often
embarrassing movie.
Hooper tries to combine the
stage musical, in which viewers
naturally suspend their sense of
reality, with an overly realistic
nineteenth century Paris. This
is a Paris of grime, poor sewage,
and many facial sores. These two
approaches clash painfully and
make the singing seem inappropriate.
Almost the entire cast was
poorly selected. Hugh Jackman,
though a talented actor, was unable to fulfill the vocal demands
of his role, and the same applies to

most of the others, including the
swooned over Eddie Redmayne as
Marius. The exception, however,
is Samantha Barks as Eponine,
who sings beautifully but whose
role is reduced to an almost useless one in the overall plot. Regardless of this role, the film runs
for nearly three miserable (yes,
pun intended) hours.
Finally, the ugly: Russell
Crowe's performance as Inspector Javert, who is arguably the
most compelling character in
the story, is almost unspeakably
horrendous, both in acting and
singing. When he finally leaps to
his death, one cannot help but
sigh with relief that Crowe will no
longer be singing.
Fans of this musical will either
love it or hate it. It has had and
will continue to have box office
success, and it has (astonishingly) received eight Academy
Award nominations. However,
there is simply no way around it:
Les Miserables is a long, grueling,
exhausting, and often embarrassing movie.

Courtesy of imbd.com

How to maintain Bask in the view at Twin Peaks
your weight loss
resolutions
An inexpensive
way to enjoy
the Bay Area

BY HOLLAND ENKE
STAFF WRITER

BY EVELYN MINAISE
STAFF WRITER

Amid the joys of New Year
celebrations, between sealing
midnight with a kiss and watching
the ball drop on the big screen, we
are faced with a somewhat serious
aspect of the new year: New Year's
resolutions.
The quotation "With a new
year comes a new you" is acceptable when discussing this matter. We all know what it's like to
make a New Year's resolution.

When conquering
any sort of New
Year's resolution, just
remember that not
many are well-kept,
but the resolutions
that are can make
your year all the
more special.
Then again, we all also know
what it's like to not keep one. But
sometimes, these resolutions
are important to keep and could
be life changing. One of the most
popular New Year's resolutions is
to lose weight. It's a very common
goal that often gets pushed aside,
succumbing to the same sad fate
as other resolutions. Why the
fallout?
Weight loss is a broad term for
a fairly personal issue. Society has
taken a problem usually associated with simple dissatisfaction
and gone straight to a solution.
But it's the in-between details
that really count when it comes

to weight loss.
Losing weight refers to a main
goal that might be bit of a leap.
It's not that you can't lose weight;
if you put your mind to it, it can
be done. But life goals should
not be mistaken for New Year's
resolutions. When you need a
giant lifestyle turnaround, don't
wait for a generic opportunity to
commit to it. If you need to lose
weight, decide on it the moment
you wake up unhappy, not when
everyone one around you has decided January 1 will be day one of
no-cookies-allowed year.
To succeed at your weight loss
resolution, don't consider weight
loss to be one of your resolutions at all. Start with something
small and work your way up to
success. Think about it: what is
the real problem? Cut out candy
from your diet, only drink soda
twice a week, don;t add sugar to
your coffee, go to the gym twice
a week instead of not at all, etc.
Sometimes the less intimidating
goals will get you closer to your
ultimate goal.
Another tip is to get your
friends in on your weight loss.
Make it a mutual agreement - if
you help them, then they'll help
you. That way, you will have some
sort of insurance that you'll be
kept in line and you will have
a band of supporters with you
throughout your journey.
When conquering any sort of
New Year's resolution, just remember that not many are wellkept, but the resolutions that are
can make your year all the more
special. Who knows, you could
even start a personal upwards
trend of positive, productive New
Year's resolutions!

Forty-five minutes away from
campus, just a quick trip over
the Bay Bridge, across the city
and up the highest hills in San
Francisco lies one of the most
beautiful sights in the Bay Area.
Twin Peaks is the highest point in
San Francisco as it supplies visitors with a sprawling view of the
gorgeous city.
Hop on the freeway into the

Probably the only thing that
acts as your pinch from dreaming
is the biting cold. The spot is no
place for t-shirts and shorts, so
visitors should invest in layers.
Despite this one negative aspect
that the Peaks provide, it is worth
bundling up and enjoying the
scenery for.

This majestic getaway should
cost a lot of money to take pleasure in, but the fact that it is free
makes it all the more enjoyable. It
is nice to get away from the stresses of everyday life to this place
of utter tranquility. Visitors are
able to take in the beauty that we
sometimes forget surrounds us.

Visitors are able to
take in the beauty
that we sometimes
forget surrounds us.
city and take the trip over the Bay
Bridge; it'll bring you from our
busy campus to this peaceful little
escape. There is no avoiding the
ecstasy of crossing the brightly lit
bridge, as visitors know they are
approaching a place unique to the
illustrious San Francisco.
After getting off the freeway,
visitors drive through the Castro
District and sweep up the Peaks'
winding roads until the top is
reached. Binoculars are available
for the explorers, which is a benefit for people trying to get a better
look. For those seeking adventure
in refuge, the ledge is the perfect
place to sit. The ledge juts out atop
the peak, and allows visitors to sit
and take in the view.
From the Golden Gate Bridge
to the Castro all the way to the
Ferry Building, all of San Fran cisco lights up for awestruck eyes
to take in. Viewers are lifted above
one of the country's greatest cities,
and as explorers take in its beauty
with mesmerized friends and family, life becomes simply peaceful.

Spring Break Special
4X6

reg.

$75. 00 ••• NOW $59. 99 ~

Price will hold for 3 months!
With Student l.D.

FREE SMC Rally Towel with new unit rental
Plus ask for your "Neighborhood Coupons"
and save $ all year at nearby retailers
FREE use of SA's

(925) 631-7000

·-

455 Moraga Rd. Suite F
Reserve on line - 5Aspace.com
•Many other $peclal prices, just ask us. Select, limited units on side.

Offers •xpfre 313l/l3
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DETOUR
Mars lacks variety
N ew album is noth ing special
BY JoSE BASULTO
STAFF WRITER

~

Bruno Mars

Unorthodox Jukebox

Ladies and gentlemen: Bruno
Mars' revival. Let's give him a
warm round of applause and hope
he stays. Unorthodox Jukebox
hit stores on December 7, just
in time for the holidays with a
standard and a deluxe edition,
which includes demos of the final
tracks and remixes. The album
is composed of seven mediocre
songs, two "good" songs titled
"Moonshine" and "Money Make
Her Smile,'' and only one hit single
"Locked Out of Heaven." It required one month of gathering my
thoughts and opinions about these
ten tracks to come to a conclusion,
but let's be frank: Mars should
have stepped it up, especially with
the nwnerous critiques that claim
pop music sounds more and more
the same as music producers go
by. Hopefully, the singer understands that his recognizable and
unique voice does serve him well
in most cases, but when his new
music just produces mellow, 80sinspired beats, it might become
a little repetitive. The difference
between each song is minimal;
they all sound the same.
Although mostsingers strive for
the same style of rhythm in their
albums, there are still notable

differences. Unorthodox Jukebox
brings only one reggae-influenced
song, titled "Show Me," which is
something different but definitely
worth listening to, solely for the
beat.
Throughout the album, Mars'
lyrics really emphasize his unfathomable fascination for women. He
even complains about being figuratively "locked out of heaven." It
sounds like the artist has become
accustomed to a little piece of
heaven and cannot handle being
rejected, so he decides to write
about it.
Regardless, however, every
song is sung with an undeniable
passion to at least prove to his
listeners that he cares about what
he is belting about, although it
truly leaves a person questioning
exactly how much of this belting is
enough before someone actually
throws a grenade at him. Or maybe
Bruno Mars is golden because he
knows the way to a woman's heart
through describing heartfelt feelings and comparing himself to a
wild animal, as he describes in the
song "Gorilla." Whatever the case
is, this album really is a make it or
break it for listeners.
Most Bruno Mars fans seem
disappointed with this average,
steady album. Bruno, your fans
like you "just the way you are,"
but they also would have liked it if
you had stepped it up just a little
to bring some variety to the table.
GRADE:

"Money Make Her

Smile"

Sweet Woodruff is cheap and sati sfa ctory
ASSISTANT O PINION EDITOR

Students exploring downtown
San Francisco and looking for a
reasonably-priced, high-quality
food experience need look no further than Sweet Woodruff at 798
Sutter Street. Located about four
blocks from Union Square near
Jones Street, Sweet Woodruff is a
friendly neighborhood restaurant
with one of the best and most affordable eating environments in
the city.
Sweet Woodruff is inevitably a
small restaurant. It seats about
twenty people and does not take
reservations, so either get there
early or plan on take out. The
seating is mostly counter-style,
with two high tables by the front
windows, which are perfect for
people watching while eating.
The menu rarely exceeds fifteen
options. However, everything is
extraordinarily fresh, seasonal,
and local. With the kitchen seamlessly connected to the dining
area, patrons can literally watch
the restaurant's young and enthusiastic chefs prepare their
dishes. The staff members are also
amicable and happy to answer any
questions you may have.
Because of Sweet Woodruff's
emphasis on freshness, the menu
changes almost daily. When I
went, the salad was a fresh, crisp
arugula mix with mandarin oranges and golden raisins for $10.

Ugg boots remain a popular staple
BY ALEX PIERCE
STAFF WRITER

The n ame says it all. Uggs have
become a major fashion statement in the past several years,
though many who own and frequently wear the shoes are not
quite sure why. Ugg owners comment most frequently on the footwear's warmth and comfort, while
fans and critics alike criticize the
looks of the sheepskin shoes.
Of course, Uggs hold their
claim to fame to being more
comfortable than aesthetically
pleasing, but it is one big mystery
as to why they have become so
popular. Alejandra Hernandez,
a senior at Staint Mary's, says
that she wears Ugg boots mainly
because of their comfort, and also
commented that the boots are a
"status symbol and not a fashion
statement." This is certainly not
untrue. To have a pair of genuine
Uggboots in one's possession, an
individual needs to shell out $170
or more, depending on the style,
embellishments, and overall
price tag of the U gg brand name.
However, with the ever-soaring
price as well as the ever-soaring
popularity, many attempt to
break the status quo by purchasing knockoffs, which can range
from $15-$30.
So why all the fuss? One stu-

Courtesy of fan pop.com

dent admitted that "peer pressure
made me like them, though they
grew on me after a while." The
popularity of Ugg boots does not
seem to have waned in the least,
and it's difficult to say how long
this ugly-but comfortable-staple in many people's wardrobes
will stay in the spotlight. Certainly, there are many who love
the boots for both their comfort
and looks, but it is impossible to

deny the forced popularity of the
Uggboot.
Still gracing magazine ads, the
occasional commercial, and of
course, the feet of men and women across the seven continents,
Ugg boots come in all shapes
and sizes, and in colors ranging
froin tan to the hottest hot pink
imaginable. It's just too bad that
advertisers don't warn. that peer
pressure is sold separately.

B-

DOWNLOAO:

San Francisco's short and
sweet dining experience
BY M ATT RINGARD

Ugg-ly or fashionable?

The potato gnocchi Bolognese
($13), was fresh, tender, and a generous serving. The macaroni ($7)
was everything mac and cheese
should be: melted high quality
cheese, fresh pasta, and crispy
breadcrumbs. The highlight of
the meal, however, was the stuffed
agnolotti-luscious pockets of
ricotta cheese-in a mushroom
and leek broth for $13; it's similar
to wonton soup, only Italian and
better. Some flavors are pleasingly simple, others delightfully
complex, and all the textures meld
together perfectly. The only letdown was our after dinner coffee,
which was too bitter and had many
grounds at the bottom.
In addition to its menu, Sweet
Woodruff uniquely offers almost
weekly cooking courses. They
cover everything from small bird
b u tchery to basic pastas. The
classes have fourteen people each
and consist oflessons, tips, and of
course, food (and wine, for those
over 21).
Ifyou're on the go, Sweet Woodruff is the perfect place as well.
Order a few dishes and meander
down to Union Square or climb
up to Hunting Park in Nob Hill to
people watch as you eat.
·Sweet Woodruff, with its staff
and atmosphere, affordable prices, and incredible cuisine, is the
perfect neighborhood restaurant
and a terrific spot for students
seeking fine food on a modest
budget.

SMC goes to Alcatraz
Students learn about prison's past
BY KIMBERLY LEE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the sun shining and wind
blowing, the transportation boat
leaves Pier 33's dock and heads
toward the island that houses the
famous Alcatraz prison. Docking at the island's ports, tourists
file off and head up the hill that
measures about a quarter of a
mile long. Tourists zig-zag up
and finally reach the prison's
main entrance. Saint Mary's was
fortunate enough to have been
able to take a select number of
students on the trip, and these
students prepared themselves for
a journey to remember.
Throughout the tour, students
were guided by the voices of
past prison guards as well as
past prisoners. While walking
through the halls of the prison,
various cells that once held the
prisoners are displayed, as well
as multiple other rooms such as
the library, dining area, and recreation yard. Students and other
tourists were narrated through
a prisoner's typical day, which
inclu ded playing competitive
bridge, participating in music
hour in which inmates played
instruments, and even crocheting
for some prisoners.
As students continued on the
walk, they grasped a sense of a
guard's perspective as well. They
learned about their mandatory
uniforms and jobs throughout
the day. One of their duties included walking the gun gallery,
which was a small, separate cor-

Courtesy of vanishedamericana .com

ridor gated with a bird's eye view
of the rest of t h e prison, a scene
that most students on the tour
found fascinating.
Students also learned that one
of the most famous guards in Alcatraz's history was Harold Stites,
who was killed by inmates when
they tried to escape. Bank robber
Bernard Paul Coy was also mentioned-after extensive research
in the prison's library, he created
an ingenious bar spreader that allowed him to break out of his cell

and into the gun gallery, where
the prison's keys hung . This
specific escape was considered
the most violent escape in all of
the prison's history because one
guard was killed, and others were
seriously injured.
Although the prison was open
for only twenty-nine short years,
its history remains rich and exciting for tourists, including Saint
Mary's students, to learn about
and get a sense of the mysterious
experience.
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OPINION
In mass shootings, argument is about more than guns
Muni's
Mental healthcare is an essential, but too often overlooked part of the gun debate
watching us
BY CHARLIE GUESE

BY Jose BASULTO

CHIEF COPY EDITOR

STAFF WRITER

ave you ever felt uncomfortableinsideaMunibusortrain?
Maybe you are the troublemaker
that "honestly forgets" to pay the
fare. Apparently, the system's existing surveillance cameras are not
enough considering the unethical
activities and crimes that plague it.
San Francisco's Municipal Railway
will be focusing more on your safety,
even if it means literally watching
your every move. Muni was issued
a $5.9 million grant from Homeland
Security to strengthen the safety of
the transportation system and its
passengers. No initiation date was
given, but one will soon notice 22
BRS Labs Aisight cameras that use
behavior analytics to record live
movement at each Muni station.
Many companies are installing this
new technology that promises to
report suspicious action to the authoritieswithoutourconsent.Police
can be notified as soon as something
suspicious is detected and are most
likely to stop any person as they exit
the train for questioning.
As effective as this new security method sounds, the technology is also controversial. There is
something peculiar about technology making assw11ptions and judgments of a person. Many passengers
claim this is an invasion of privacy.
Others suggest it is set up for failure,
considering that there is no way a
camera will learn to decipher what
is intentionally suspicious. The discussion of this security system raises
several thought provoking points.
Paul Rose, a Muni representative,
explained that tlirough this system,
Muni will have a more successful,
accurate way of detecting anything
that led up to a crime, any action
and movement after a crime, and
the actual crime itself. Most people
feel that this is a better method for
Munibecauseitpromisessafetyand
proof that can help when trying to
understand what happened. Some
people raise several concerns addressing the system and emphasize
privacy and the way the security
system functions by itself.
When weighing the arguments, it
is clear that the main purpose of this
is the safety ofthe people, which matters most. It seems that people exaggerate theirworries for their privacy
over their safety. There should be
no concern as long as people are
honest and avoid mischief on Muni,
and people should only feel safer.
However, others, such as USF lawyer Robert Talbot, think that though
the cameras' intentions are to detect
suspicious activity, there are still
technical aspects t.hat can lead the
system to failure. Today; it is easier
for people to hack systems and do
with them what they like. Therefore, this system is prone to hacking
incidents, allowing for mistakes
to happen and to irritate innocent
commuters. In the end, the purpose
of this security system still highlights safety. Ifpeople are concerned
about their privacy, maybe they
should hold off on having pri,rate
and important conversations on
Muni. This security system is built
for those who are truly concerned
about their safety and it serves as
another tool to make them feel protected. After all, who wants to worry
about their personal safety?

H

L

ess than two weeks before
Christmas; 20-year-old Adam
Lanza shot and killed his mother
before storming Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown,
Connecticut, killing six school
personnel, 20 children between
the ages of six and seven, and ultimately himself.
It goes without saying that this is
a tragedy, and these types of mass
shootings are far too common
in the United States. Three days
beforehand, three were killed in
a mall shooting outside Portland,
Oregon; twelve were killed at a
movie theater this July in suburban Denver; and seven were killed
at Oikos University on the other
side of the hills in Oakland in April.
These are just a sampling of the
most horrifying, heart wrenching,
and petrifying mass murders in the
past year that are incessantly covered by local and national media

outlets alike and are weaved into
everyday conversation.
As a nation, we try to answer
the question, "Why?Whydothese
appalling events continue to happen?" Many try to answer this
question by framing the issue
around gun policy. It seemed as
if politicians, including President
Obama, were weary to opine on
this issue even after the Denver
theater shooting until the Sandy
Hook shooting last month proved
to be a watershed event for gun
control conversation, with even
some Republicans, such as Iowa
Senator Chuck Grassley and Georgia Congressman Phil Gringley,
among others, showing a change
of heart in the party's formerlysta u nch support of unlimited
gun access. Others point to the
cause of these mass shootings at
the media, who undoubtedly but
unfortunately relish in disaster. It
is an unwritten rule in cable news
that these shootings must be covered wall-to-wall for a minimum

of two weeks. The coverage, like a
horror film, ke!;!ps viewers locked
in through the sensationalist and
rehashing of sequence of events,
what could have happened, and
extensive profiles of the gunman.
But what is noticeably absent
from this conversation is a basic
understanding, recognition, and
discussion about mental illness.
The perpetrators of mass shootings are brusquely described as
'sinister, evil madmen,' but few
delve into why these individuals
are driven to commit mass murder
through extraordinarily violent
means. Many of these shooters
are often afflicted with mental
illnesses such as schizophrenia
or other emotional or dissociative disorders. Mental illness is
not so1;I1ething that should be
a taboo-as many as 57 million
Americans suffer from a mental
illness, according to the National
Institute of Mental Health. Many
people have it, and many people
get treatment for it. Many mental

illnesses are manageable for some
patients, but in extreme cases of
schizophrenia, for instance, those
who are affected by it need serious
treatment, which is unfortunately
oftentimes difficult to find in the
United States. The U.S. does not
have the infrastructure like in
many European cultures that
provide mandatory, efficient, and
beneficial care in more severe,
threatening individuals. Instead,
the United States forces schizophrenics and psychopaths into
mainstream society while waiting
until they become a threat toothers or commit crimes.
While gun control is an important, serious conversation that
needs to be addressed, the U.S. also
needs to recognize that mental illness is also an integral component
in mass murders committed by
troubled individuals and that the
U.S. also needs to provide upgraded
mental healthcare before waiting
for those in need of help to act out
of desperation.

US Supreme Court to hear Proposition 8 and DOMA
Court's decision could either expand same sex marriage to national level or ban it
BY NATASHA DAVIS
STAFF WRITER

ame sex marriage is quite a
polarizing issue. The Supreme
Court has finally decided to weigh
in on the issue by hearing two
cases this year. Arguments will
be heard on March 26 and 27. On
March 26, the Court will hear
arguments for Hollingsworth v.
Perry, which raises the question
of the constitutionality of Proposition 8 in California. A federal
judge as well as the Circuit Court
ruled that by passing Proposition
8, California voters could not
override the California Supreme
Court's decision that same sex
marriage is legal. The impact of
this case will rest in the depth that
the Court wishes to go into in the
decision. There are three different
outcomes. First, it can reverse the
District Court's decision and ban
same sex marriage. Second, it can

S

uphold the previous decision, in
which California same sex marriage is constitutional and legal.
Third, it can explore the broader
implications of upholding the
decision and making a statement
about same sex marriage on a
national level as opposed to just
upholding or reversing the California decision. Those who support same sex marriage hope that
the third option will be chosen.
With more states than ever before
supporting same sex marriage,
this would be the perfect time to
make a statement for the equality
of same sex spouses. Just upholding or reversing the decision based
on California is fine, but it would
be a missed opportunity.
On March 27, the arguments
for United States v. Windsor will
be heard. This case challenges
Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act of 1996, which defines
marriage as a 'union between one

man and one woman. This is bad
enough, but the larger issue is that
this definition of marriage is used
when determining eligibility for
more than 1,000 federal programs.
The petitioner in this case is
Edith Windsor. Windsor and her
partner, Thea Clara Spyer, were
from New York City. When Spyer
died in 2009, Windsor inherited
her property. This issue is that
the property was taxed $360,000
by the Internal Revenue Service.
Were Windsor and Spyer opposite
sexes, this taxwouldnothave been
levied, because their marriage
would have been recognized by
the federal government.
I understand that the Supreme
Court is a nonpartisan body, but
I really cannot understand any
legal or moral reasoning for opposing same sex marriage. There
are many political issues on which
I think that there is much intelligent discourse. Disagreements on

issues are what make our democracy so powerful, and the fact that
we have the right to debate these
issues in a public forum is fantastic. I do not see the validity of
the argument opposing same sex
marriage. Proponents want equal
treatment and benefits between
heterosexual and homosexual
couples. Opponents often refer
to our Judeo-Christian values,
which is interesting, since most of
our country's founders were atheists or agnostics, not to mention
the Constitutional separation of
church and state.
I am very happy that the Supreme Court is finally going to
hear cases on same sex marriage,
and I am confident they will follow
suit with the other courts before
them and see the gross injustices
of the Defense of Marriage Act and
Proposition 8. Any other decision
wduld be a disservice to our notion
that all men are created equal.

Reformed Seminar program elicits mixed reactions
The controversial new structure has both benefits to enjoy and challenges to address
BY CJ COSAS
STAFF WRITER

he seminar program here at
Saint Mary's College is a quintessential part of the curriculum.
The program is unique to Saint
Mary's and adds to the learning
experience of students here at
the college. Whether you hate it
or you love it is up to you, but the
fact remains that if you attend
Saint Mary's, you're participating
in seminar. That being said, the
freshman class this school year
of 2012-2013 is being introduced
to an almost entirely new and restructured seminar program.
There are some significant
changes now that the program has
been restructured, especially with
regard to the first Seminar. Instead
of jumping straight into the works
of the ancient Greek literature and
proceeding from there, the new
first Seminar is called "Critical
Strategies and Great Questions,"
and it is designed to help students

T

develop skills crucial to Seminar,
like interpretive reading and critical thinking. Although students
will still read authors such as
Plato, Aristotle, and Homer, they
are not necessarily presented in
chronological order. Additionally,
these readings are now mixed with

Texts are no longer
presented in
chronological order,
and this could be a
significant problem.
more contemporary and modern
authors and thinkers such as Art
Spiegelman, Martin Luther King
Jr, and Virginia Woolf. It seems
that one of the main reasons for
the intermingling of these different ages is to help students see how
the works of the old philosophers
remain relevant to the modern
world.
The new program is drastically

different from the past. Texts are
no longer presented in chronological order, and this could be a
significant problem. Normally,
the texts are read in order because
the various authors clearly build
on top of the work of their predecessors. Students can see the
progression of Western thought
through the various authors. When
asked about his opinion on the issue, Brother Charles Hilken, the
chair of the committee overseeing the program's restructuring,
agreed that it could be a problem.
Although he is a proponent of the
restructuring, Brother Charles
has taken a cautionary stance on
the new program as he acknowledges that much of what has been
changed is experimental. However, he pointed out that we can
only see in time whether or not the
changes made to the program will
be harmful or beneficial.
I then asked him what some of
the motivations behind the reform
might have been, and he said that

one of the reasons is because "it
gives faculty the opportunity to
refresh the meaning of Seminar
and how it is supposed to work." He
notes that many professors have
already read many of the works
several times, so by revamping
the program, they are making the
program a fresh start for both the
students and faculty alike.
The restructuring of the Seminar curriculum may actually be a
good thing. I do not really see the
necessity for changing the program, but I also do not think it is
too damaging. The first semester's
devotion to developing Seminar
skills seems unnecessary to me,
but other than that, I think the other changes will be beneficial. It's a
good idea that they're changing the
reading list; it could certainly use
some new material. It's also a good
idea that they're making it so that
students can only take one Seminar each year. Most change is good,
so hopefully this new program only
makes a good thing better.
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SPORTS
Observations and thoughts from the start of conference play
With each school playing at least three games, a lot can be said despite small sample size

Men's Basketball
BY SIMON TRYZNA
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With each school having already
played at least three games, here
are my four observations of the
West Coast Conference of Men's
basketball.
There is no Big Four. A lot
of people thought that after last
year's wins at BYU and Saint
Mary's and behind star point
guard Anthony Ireland, LMU
would have what it takes to per-haps sneak into the top three
and establish that there are four
powerful teams. That dream was
quickly over as the Lions got destroyed in Provo, lost in Moraga,
and then dropped a home game
against a young and bad Portland
Pilots team to fall to 1-3 in conference play.
Santa Clara will still not
compete with the top teams
in wee. After a successful non-

MATTHEW DELLAVEDOVA will have a tough time this conference season defending the WCC Player
of the Year Title he earned in 2012. (Andrew Nguyen/ COLLEGIAN)

conference slate (including a good
performance at Duke), the Santa
Clara Broncos were predicted to
perhaps unseed LMU and join
BYU, St. Mary's, and GU as the
BigFour.Butafterfourgames, the
Broncos find themselves 1-3 with

Gaels fans are familiar
with how tough of an
out San Diego could be
home losses to BYU and Gonzaga,
as well as a road loss at LMU.
Stopping Kelly Olynyk is a
key to beating Gonzaga. Olynyk
has been a dominant force for
the Zags and a one man wrecking
crew, but there hasn't been a key
number two player for the Zags.
Yes, they have great talent on their
team, but aside from Olynyk, it
becomes manageable to beat the

Zags. I don't see the Zags losing
on their home court, but if Dave
Rose and Randy Bennett can game
plan to get Olynyk in foul trouble
or to force someone else to make
plays, it is reasonable to see that
the Zags could lose at BYU and at
St. Mary's.
San Diego is a landmine. Gaels
fans are familiar with how tough
an out San Diego could be. In 2011,
a loss to the Toreros proved crucial
to Saint Mary's not being invited
to the Big Dance. Last year, they
experienced two close calls en
route to their conference title.
This year, despite a mediocre performance in the non-conference
slate, San Diego is quickly 3-0 and
is gaining a lot of momentum. In
a team that brought almost everyone back from last year and whose
star player, Johnny Dee, is starting
his sophomore campaign, don't
be surprised to see one of the Big
Three lose at San Diego.

Women's Basketball

WEST COAST
CONFERENCE
Player of the Week

I

With each school having already played at least three games,
here are my four observations of
the West Coast Conference for
Women's Basketball.
Gonzaga is not feared anymore. Last year, the Lady Gaels
went into Spokane and handed
the Zags their first conference
loss since 2009. Then, BYU was
able to take care of business and
beat Gonzaga in Provo. While the
Z.ags only had two losses on the
way to another WCC Title, the
Zags barely beat St. Mary's in Las
Vegas before falling to BYU in the
tournament title game. This year,
the Gaels and BYU are on top once
more, with the Gaels holding serve
and beating Gonzaga at home.
San Diego still to be feared.

While the Gaels sit at 3-0 at the
start of play after defeating Gonzaga at home for the first time
since 2004, Saint Mary's will play
host to the Toreros of San Diego
on Thursday, the one team that
the Gaels did not beat last year.
San Diego already has losses to
BYU and Gonzaga, and if the Gaels
want to cement their place at the
top of the standings, a win against
San Diego is crucial.
After tough start, BYU is
rolling. Last year newcomer BYU
finished in second place and participated in the NCAA tournament
with Gonzaga. This year, the Cougars got off to a 3-4 start before
winning nine straight games, with
the last three being against conference opponent. The Cougars

next travel to Spokane in what
should be a good game against
the Zags. Come Friday morning,
Saint Mary's could well be the last
unbeaten in conference play.
Who is the best of the rest?
While Santa Clara (sitting at 2-1)
may be ahead in the standings,
I would still take San Diego to
be better than them. So, after St.
Mary's, Gonzaga, BYU and USD,
which team will cause the most
damage? Last year, USF played
a tough out, beating the Gaels at
home. However, they have started
the year at 1-3. Aside from the
Big Four, only Santa Clara has an
overall winning record, but they
lost by 29 at Gonzaga. Perhaps
they will get it together and cause
some damage to the Big Four.

Sports Meme of the Week

Jackie Nared
Women's Basketball
The senior guard
had 23 points and
12 boards in a win at
LMU and led the way
with 17 points in the
Gaels first home win
against Gonzaga sinc:e
2004. She will look
to lead the Gaels in
two home games this
week.

Courtesy of NBA Memes

SPORTS THIS
WEEK.

Men's Basketball

Women's Basketball

Men's Tennis

Wend. Jan 16 @ BYU, 8:00pm
Sat. Jan 19@ Portland, 7:30pm

Thur. jan 17vs. USD, 7:00pm
Sat. Jan 19 vs Pepperdine, 2:00pm

Fri. Jan 19 @Fresno State, 2:00pm
Sat. Jan 20 vs. Cal Poly (in Fresno),
2:00pm

Women's Tennis
Jan 18 - 20@ Cal Winter Invite

#GAELS

Follow us
facebook.com/smccollegian
@smccollegian
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Go GAELS!

SPORTS
The NHL
is back!

Gaels beat Gonzaga in Illatchup of unbeatens

Saint Mary's scores the last six points, gets first home win over rival since 2004

BY HOLLAND ENKE
STAFF WRITER

It's been four months and the
NHL lockout is finally over. Well,
almost. Reports of an agreement
between the league and players
flashed across news feeds this
pastweek, butitappearswe'renot
quite there yet.
The lockout all began with the
owners wanting to reduce the
players' guaranteed 57 percent of
the shares. The final negotiations
report that the players' income
of 57 percent of hockey-related
revenue will fall to 50 percent,
evening out the profit sharing
to 50/50 between players and
owners.
As of Saturday morning this
deal wasn't officially in effect. The
players completed their 36-hour
voting on the deal, but no official
comments will be made until the
lawyers of both the union and the
league finalize the memorandum
of understanding, which will summarize the settlement.
The league and players' association signed a mutual Memorandum of Understanding Saturday night, effectively ending
the lockout once and for all. But
a four month-absence from the
ice rink still has a major effect on
the sport. All the internal bickering may have stunted the sport's
success. Hockey is on a huge rise
in the United States, but this 113day hiatus has distracted from
the sport's rising popularity and
delivered nothing but bad press
instead.
Even the players, like Buffalo
Sabres goalie Ryan Miller, who
was reported calling the lockout
"stupid," find the lockout to be a
waste of time and disrespectful
to their fans. To appease the tension, LA Kings and McDonalds
have announced a partnership
and donation of $1 million to local
charities as a thank you to fans for

JACKIE NARED scored 17 points, including two free throws late in the game, to give the Gaels a win over their rival. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

BY GEORGE ROBLES
SPORTS EDITOR

The Saint Mary's Women's
basketball team is now 3-0 in
West Coast Conference play
after defeating visiting Gonzaga
on Thursday night by a score of
54-51.
The Gaels were led by senior
guard Jackie Nared, who finished
with 17 points, including two key
free throws in the final seconds
of the game. Danielle Mauldin

added 12 points and 17 boards.
Saint Mary's came out hot
in the first half, going up by as

Gonzaga
51
St. Mary's 54
much as nine points before the
Zag's went on al0-0 run to open
up the second half and took a
34-29 lead.

Gonzaga would hold onto a
small lead the rest of the way
until Saint Mary's would pull
to within one point after Carli Rosenthal hit a pair of free
throws.
Mauldin then sank two free
throws with 17 seconds remaining to give them a 52-51 one lead
followed by two more by Nared
to seal the deal.
This game marks the first time
the Gaels have defeated Gonzaga
at home since 2004 and move to a

11-4 record on the season.

Last week, the Gaels won a
68-48 road game against San
Francisco and then an 84-77
overtime thriller against Loyola
Marymount.
Saint Mary's will have two
home games this _week, as they
will attempt to extend their fourgame win streak to six games
when they host San Diego on
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. and then
Pepperdine on Saturday at 2:00
p.m. in McKeon Pavilion.

After coming up short versus Zags, Gaels defeat USF
Despite loss to rival, St. Mary's shows it has what it takes to repeat ·as champions
BY GEORGE ROBLES
SPORTS EDITOR

their patience, whiletheAnaheim
Ducks have tried to switch their
fans' attention to the new appointment of Ducks alum Scott Niedermayer as an assistant coach.
But all the fluff doesn't take away
from thefactthatthislockoutwas
a ridiculous waste of fans' as well
as players' time with a simple solution that makes the four-month
standstill look unnecessary. This
is the league's third lockout under
commissioner Gary Bettman and
the inconsistency is ridiculous.
Hockey is still a rising sport in
the U.S., but those who love it are
loyal. So when our beloved sport
goes on a four-month absence, it's
hard to not get a little irritated. Of
course, I'll tune in to see Niedermayer coach his old team, but the
wounds are not fully healed.
The best thing to do now is for
the guys to get back on the ice, the
fans to get back in the stands, and
the league to pump out a season
worth the wait. >

The Gaels rebounded from a
73-83 loss to No. 9 Gonzaga on
Thursday, with a 78-72 victory
over Bay Area rival San Francisco.
Dellavedova led the way with
19 points, with Beau Levesque
adding 16. Levesque has now
scored in double-digits for the
ninth time in 10 games for the
Gaels. Guard Stephen Holt
chipped in I6 points in the hardfought battle.
The game was back and forth
the entire way until the Gaels
were able to get a five-point
separation with three minutes
to play. Saint Mary's was able to
knock down late free throws to
go up 70-62 with 50 seconds left
en route to the win.
"I thought we played pretty
well," said head coach Randy
Bennett. "We had a little lapse
in the second half defensively
when we were up by 10 and had
a chance to separate even more
and didn't. They put on a little

run, and we've got to work on
that."
The Gaels shot 50 percent for
the game and only 23.5 percent
from downtown while allowing
the Dons to shoot 51 percent.
But the Gaels were 24-27
from the free throw line, which
proved to be the difference in
the win.
On Thursday, the Gaels overcame a 20-point deficit in Spokane, Washington to cut the
lead to one point before No. 9
Gonzaga was able to pull away.
Stephen Holt was the highlight for the Gaels, pouring in 23
points. Dellavedova cut the lead
to one point after sinking two
free throws with 15 seconds left,
but then missed the game-tying
three with six seconds left.
The Gaels were unable to
answer Gonzaga's Kelly Olynyk
who had 31 points.
Next up, Saint Mary's will go
to Provo, Utah to take on B.YU
on Wednesday night at 8:00
p.m. and then travel to Portland
to face the Pilots on Saturday at
7:30p.m.

MATTHEW DELLAVEDOVA led the way against the rival Dons, scoring 19. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

